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THE ASSOCIATION’S MODEL BEEHIVE COLLECTION
THE CLAUSTRAL HIVE
The Claustral Hive was invented by Abbe Goutte-fangeas and was a modification of an
ordinary hive with an antechamber which could be closed up and made thoroughly dark whilst
admitting ventilation, enabling the beekeeper to confine the bees in the hive without causing any
excitement.
Running through the porch vertically are two ventilating chimneys which are perforated with
bee-excluding holes in the porch. At the top are hoods which help to keep out the light and stop snow
and rain getting in.

Original line drawings reproduced from the British Beekeepers Guide Book - 25th edition 1924
One of the advantages was that the bees could be confined for several months, being allowed out for
cleansing flights once a month. The bees would consume less stores because they were in the dark
and would not be out too early in the spring when many are lost through untimely flights. The hive
could be closed up for moving, swarm control manipulations and also for preventing robbing.
The beekeeper could get an indication of the condition of the colony during winter by applying his
nose to the top of the chimney. The smell would indicate whether brood was being reared and in a
healthy state.
The Claustral Hive appears to have been popular in the late 18 th century.

FUTURE ARTICLES

Book Review
(Ian Mackley)

Beginners. Briefly
(Ian Mackley)

A model can be seen in the Association’s collection of beehives, recently repaired by Ian Mackley.
David Morland
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BOOK REVIEW – BOOKS FOR BEGINNERS
Beginners are always told to ‘get a good bee book’, but which one? The majority of the main beekeeping
suppliers seem to generally include one of four books in their beginners’ packages.
Ted Hooper’s ‘Guide to Bees and Honey’ (Amazon, £11) is a well-known classic book of beekeeping and
billed as the world’s best-selling guide to beekeeping. It is an authoritative and comprehensive reference covering
everything from bee biology to plants for bees. However, its style of long passages of narrative with few subheadings,
supported by small and mostly black and white photographs is rather dated and it can be quite tedious to find what
you are looking for. ‘Hooper’ represents a lot of knowledge and wisdom for the price, but is perhaps nowadays better
considered as a reference rather than a practical guide.
If you feel completely overloaded by information, ‘Bees at the Bottom of the Garden’ (Amazon, £9) by Alan
Campion might be the book for you. Campion was a relative novice when he wrote this book and stripped everything
back to the absolute minimum you need to know to get through the first couple of years of beekeeping. This is
another book that dates from the 1980’s, with a narrative style and mostly line drawings for illustration. Eventually
though, you will need a more comprehensive book.
The growth of interest in beekeeping over the past decade or so has led to a lot of books being published
aimed at the beginners’ market.
The ‘BBKA Guide to Beekeeping’ (BBKA, £15) was published in
2015 and is written by a past-president of the BBKA. It has lots of colour
photographs as one would expect nowadays. This book perhaps has slightly
better coverage of the ‘why’ and the ‘what’ – the bee biology and
behaviour underpinning the practice – than the Haynes book below, but
perhaps not quite as good presentation of the ‘how’ although everything
you need to know is there.
The Haynes ‘Bee Manual’ (Amazon, £18) was first written by a wellknown beekeeping author in 2011 and is the only one of these four books
which is a hardback, which is quite helpful. As befits the Haynes heritage
of DIY car repair manuals, this book is perhaps a bit stronger than the
BBKA book on equipment and the ‘what to do and how to do it’, with
clear, photo-illustrated step-by-step procedures and good photo coverage of
equipment.
Make sure you get the most up-to-date edition of any beekeeping
guide that you buy, as beekeeping knowledge and practice does change
with time, especially in relation to bee health.
Don’t
forget
that
Northern
Bee
Books
(www.northernbeebooks.co.uk) claim to have the largest range of new and
second-hand beekeeping books in the English speaking world!
Ian Mackley
WHY HONEY BEE IS TWO WORDS
Regardless of dictionaries, we have in entomology a rule for insect common names that can be followed. It
says : If the insect is what the name implies, write the two words separately : otherwise run them together.
Thus we have such names as house fly, blow fly and robber fly contrasted with dragonfly, caddisfly, and
butterfly because the latter are not flies, just as an aphislion is not a lion and a silverfish is not a fish.
The honey bee is an insect and is preeminently a bee; “honeybee" is equivalent to “Johnsmith”
Joan Gilbert-Stevens
From Anatomy of the Honey Bee by Robert E. Snodgrass
ASSOCIATION LIBRARY
The Committee is considering enhancing and updating our small library held at the Apiary. Before we go off
buying books and producing a new catalogue, if any members have any beekeeping books they no longer require we
would happily accept donations. Please let me know if so, or pass them on to the Apiary Manager, Naomi, or myself
at an Apiary event.
Ian Mackley
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BEGINNERS, BRIEFLY…
An occasional article aimed at helping the novice through the beekeeping year.
JUNE

By and large June starts off as a continuation of practices in May. Keep inspecting on a seven day
cycle as previously described – remaining alert to any signs of swarm preparation - and as the colony will be
expanding towards its peak population in July, add supers as soon as the lower super is relatively full of bees
regardless of how many combs are filled with nectar. Additional supers should go on the top of the stack.
You may have heard of the ‘June gap’. This is a period between the end of the spring nectar flow and the
summer flowers opening, usually at the beginning of June, when there may be little forage for the bees. In some years
the gap is short and not noticeable, but it can last say a couple of weeks or so. Colonies may be at risk of starvation,
especially if the weather is poor. If you have supers with stores on, the bees will consume the stores, but if not, be
prepared to feed 1:1 syrup. Remember not to feed with supers on.
If your bees were foraging on OSR in May, then you should have the supers off and extracted by now.
June is a good time to do a full disease inspection, looking especially for any signs of the foulbrood diseases
and/or varroa-vectored viruses. Maybe try to get an experienced beekeeper to come to do this with you. As part of
the disease check routine, put your varroa tray in for a few days and do a varroa mite drop count. Use the Beebase
calculator to determine what action should be taken.

Ian Mackley
Swarm Catching … there
are all sorts of ways that you can
catch a swarm - my neighbour James
recently got in touch when he
experienced his first local swarm.
After some initial challenges it was
decided that the best thing to do was
attach the skep to the tree and
‘persuade’ the bees to walk up the tree
trunk. It did take a little while and
getting the skep down needed a little
help - however the swarm was safely
taken back home and established into
a new nuc box.
Joan Gilbert-Stevens /
James Robinson

WILLIE TAYLOR
Many members will remember Willie Taylor, who was a
member of our association for many years before moving down to
Dumfries seven years ago. Willie acted as a trustee for the SBA,
and one of his tasks was to organize their honey tent at the Royal
Highland Show. Willie is very interested in beekeeping history,
and at one time kept bees in skeps housed in boles that he built at
his house !
The picture shows Willie beside a Stewarton hive that he
used to use as a prop for beekeeping lectures and shows.
Students of module 8 will be aware that this octagonal hive was
designed by Robert Kerr in Ayrshire in 1819, and incorporated
moveable top bars which could be manipulated to keep the queen
in the bottom box even though there was no excluder.
Willie has generously donated his Stewarton hive to the
association, which we will now keep safe for posterity. Thank
you Willie (he still receives this newsletter) !

Malcolm Watson
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EXTERNAL EVENTS
JUNE
Thu 20th-Sun23rd at Edinburgh
ROYAL HIGHLAND SHOW

MEMBERS EVENTS
JULY
Tue 2 at Cruickshank Garden,
St. Machar Drive
Garden visit with Mark Paterson
nd

Sat 20th at 2 p.m. at the Bee Cabin,
Dess, Aboyne.
Demonstration – Honey processing
by Colin Devine (booking required)
Sat 27th at 2p.m. at Crathes
Demonstration – Disease inspection
by Kirsty Sutherland

Andy lives in a rural location 4
miles inland from Stonehaven and
has about 1 acre of mixed garden,
orchard and vegetable plot....and
would be interested in hosting some
beehives. Please contact him direct
if interested.
Andy Cowburn, West Carmont,
Stonehaven, AB39 3XD
Tel: 01569 764922
Mob: 07901 512578
Email: andrew@cowburns.com
We have been approached by
someone living in St Cyrus who is
offering space in his large garden for
a beekeeper to site up to 3 hives.
Access is 24/7 and the area is hidden
from the road. If you are interested
in this opportunity please contact
Alison
Goss
at
aberdeenbeekeepers@gmail.com for
more information.

FACEBOOK GROUP UPDATE
We have recently been updating our list of members on the Association
Closed Facebook Group. The group is for current members of the
association and is a forum which allows an exchange of beekeeping
related information to be shared and also provides an opportunity to
update or remind members of upcoming events etc. Any current member
can access this by going to their FB Page Group section and searching for
the Aberdeen and District Beekeepers Association. If you are not currently
a member of the group please just send a request to join which will be
approved soonest.
Joan Gilbert-Stevens
VISIT TO ZOOLOGY MUSEUM AND CRUICKSHANK
GARDEN 2ND JULY
The next association meeting will be a visit to Aberdeen University’s
Cruickshank Garden.
We will be given a tour by curator Mark
Paterson, whose horticultural career has included spells in Canada,
Australia and Kew Gardens, as well as Threave in Castle Douglas and
the Eden Project in Cornwall. Green fingered members should meet at
the Cruickshank Building, which is just off St Machar drive at 6:30 pm
- family and friends welcome. At that time of day free parking is
available beside the nearby Macrobert Building. The tour is expected
to finish about 8pm.

For those who can make it the garden tour will be preceded by a visit
to the adjacent zoology museum. The zoology building is accessed via
steps from Tillydrone Avenue. The museum displays a fascinating
collection of zoology specimens from around the world. By special
arrangement we will be able to see part of the University’s bumble bee
collection, which is not normally on public display. The building is
being kept open for us – meet inside the museum about 5:30pm so that
you can see everything before going on to the garden visit. Thank you
in advance to Hannah Clarke for arranging this access.
Malcolm Watson

We are always interested in new articles for the newsletter, If you have an item for the newsletter, please contact
Olga Macaulay by email at adbkanewsletter@gmail.com or
David Morland at adbkavicechair@gmail.com
If you have an article for sale or loan or if you want an article then make use of the adverts section, there is no cost to
advertise.
Similarly if you are available to help other members or want some help yourself then why not use this section
to advertise what you want or what you can offer. Many members struggle to move bees to the honey crops on their
own and it may be interesting for you to offer assistance and meet another member and learn how they manage their
bees at the same time for example.
The adverts together with your contact details appear on the internet as part of the newsletter.

