
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APIARY DEMONSTRATION - ‘WINTER PREPARATIONS’  

 

 Sunday 30
th

 August 

 

 Subject to further anticipated relaxation of Covid restrictions, we 

intend to run the above event as scheduled in the annual programme with 

changed timings on the day. 

 The beekeeping year is considered to start after the main honey crop 

has been taken off in late August for a reason. How you set the colony up 

for winter is one of the main influences on your next beekeeping year, the 

objective of course being to come out of winter with a healthy, queenright 

and vigorous colony.  Many colonies struggle through the winter and are 

lost in March. This demonstration is intended for beginners and improvers 

(although all are welcome) and will cover varroa treatment, feeding, 

ventilation and other necessary preparations.  It will comprise discussion 

and demonstration with empty hives - we will not be working with live 

bees. 

  

To facilitate social-distancing we will be running two sessions (10.30 am 

and 1.30 pm), each restricted to 15 participants.  Please DO NOT JUST 

TURN UP as usual for apiary events; you are asked to BOOK YOUR 

(FREE) PLACE using the following Eventbrite link: 
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/apiary-demonstration-winter-preparations-

tickets-114098732380 

  

Final confirmation that we are holding the sessions and further instructions 

will be issued nearer the time to those who have registered but please note 

the cabin will not be open for communal use, we will not loan protective 

clothing and attendees are asked to suit up in the carpark and observe social 

distancing practices. 

 

Any questions beforehand, email educationadbka@gmail.com 

 

Ian Mackley 
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BEEBASE 

 

 Whilst the major bee health issue in the UK over the past two or three decades has been varroa, the 

foulbroods - European (EFB) and American (AFB) - remain serious concerns and are of course notifiable 

diseases.  These are not diseases that happen to other people’s bees far far away; there have been six cases of 

EFB in Aberdeenshire this year so far, including in Alford and Stonehaven, and incidences of EFB and AFB in 

Perthshire and Angus.  

 Perhaps the easiest way of beginners approaching identification of foulbroods is firstly to be absolutely 

certain that you know what normal… 

  

 Larvae; pearly white, curled round the bottom of the cell 

 Sealed brood; uniform, slightly domed, solid, dry, digestive biscuit coloured cappings  

 Capped honey stores; whiter, flat or slightly indented and less regular than sealed brood 

…look like.  Then read up on the signs of foulbroods (see below).  Anything abnormal should arouse suspicion. 

If you are concerned, maybe take photos and get a second opinion from an experienced beekeeper. The next step 

is to contact the Bee Inspectorate (bees_mailbox@gov.scot) 

  

 Being able to identify all contact colonies is vitally important for any disease control effort.  BeeBase is a 

service from the National Bee Unit that identifies all registered beekeepers and apiaries within a radius of a 

positive case of foulbrood and sends an alert email to those within three kilometres who will receive, as soon as 

possible, an inspection by the bee inspectors. 

 Registration in BeeBase is free, quick, easy, and secure and all beekeepers are encouraged to sign up. 

Like many people, I’m very wary about who has, and what is being done with, my personal information, but the 

benefits of BeeBase surely outweigh any concerns.  

 

You can sign up to BeeBase using the link below, and if you are already registered, why not take the opportunity 

to update your information:  http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/ 

 

Whilst you are on the NBU website, have a look at…. 

 The terrific set of free Advisory Leaflets, Training Manuals & Fact Sheets at: 

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=167 

which include an comprehensive Advisory ‘Leaflet’ (44 pages!) on ‘Foulbrood Disease of Honey Bees’ 

The Image Gallery which has photos of combs and cells with foulbrood…  

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/gallery/index.cfm 

 

Ian Mackley 

Lockdown Committee:  

Your Committee hard at work in an outdoor, distanced and limited numbers way’ 
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THE GOOD OF THE HIVE: 

ARTIST MATTHEW WILLEY TRAVELS THE WORLD TO PAINT 50.000 BEES 
 

 In an effort to raise awareness about the plight of the humble honey bee, New York-based artist Matt 

Willey founded the Good of the Hive Initiative, an ambitious project to personally paint 50,000 bees in murals 

around the world. The number itself isn’t arbitrary, it takes about that many bees to sustain a healthy beehive. So 

far Willey has completed 7 murals including a large piece at the Burt’s Bees headquarters, and he keeps 

meticulous notes about the number of bees in each piece which he shares on his website. 

 For more info you can read an interview with the artist at the Center for Humans and Nature website, and 

follow his progress on Instagram. And for more bee-centric murals, also check out London-based artist Louis 

Masai Michel’s similar Save the Bees project. (thnx, Laura!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Most points in the show 

Joan Gilbert-Stevens 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colony_collapse_disorder
http://www.thegoodofthehive.com/
http://www.thegoodofthehive.com/burts-bees-durham-nc/
http://www.thegoodofthehive.com/
http://www.humansandnature.org/transforming-fear-with-50-000-bees#disqus_thread
https://www.instagram.com/thegoodofthehive/
https://www.thisiscolossal.com/2015/03/save-the-bees-mural-project/
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FOR SALE 

Colonies of bees on national  frames.  

Different size of colonies – nucs and big honey 

gathering colonies. 

Price differ depending on the size of the colony 

(from £120 for a nuc) 

Please contact Olga Macaulay on 01224 315276 

to discuss your requirements and for more info 
 

 

ABERDEEN BEE SUPPLIES 

JOCK MCGREGOR  

IS THE LOCAL AGENT FOR  

THORNE BEEKEEPING 

EQUIPMENT.   

CONTACT HIM ON 01224 790468  

or e-mail: 

aberdeenbeesupplies@hotmail.com 
 

 

 

We are always interested in new articles for the newsletter, If you have an item for the newsletter, please 

contact Olga Macaulay by email at adbkanewsletter@gmail.com  or 

David Morland  at adbkavicechair@gmail.com 

If you have an article for sale or loan or if you want an article then make use of the adverts section, there is no 

cost to advertise. 

 Similarly if you are available to help other members or want some help yourself then why not use this 

section to advertise what you want or what you can offer. Many members struggle to move bees to the honey 

crops on their own and it may be interesting for you to offer assistance and meet another member and learn 

how they manage their bees at the same time for example. 

The adverts together with your contact details appear on the internet as part of the newsletter. 
 

 

STORES AND JARS UPDATE 

 

 We can confirm that there is still stock of syrup, candy pollen and fondant available for uplift 

as required at Joans facility at Muir of Fowlis  - uplift can be arranged by contacting : 

 

Joan Gilbert-Stevens on 019755 81369 or email at   craigmill@btinternet.com. 

 

 Unfortunately with regards the provision of jars and due to space constraints it is members 

should contact suppliers directly where they can place their own orders and have jars and lids 

delivered directly to themselves.  The following details are available for the original supplier 

although it is understood that they may no longer be providing 1lb jars :  

Pont Packaging ltd  - tel No 0141-423-3066 - email  info@pontuk.com 

The reference code number for the standard 1lb jars normally purchased is 500435 and the necessary 

lids (ordered separately) 500277 

 It is hoped that by providing the above info members can make their arrangements as 

necessary to ensure that they have the supply of jars required to meet their honey stock needs.  

Should there be an issue with supply from PONT there are a number of other honey jar suppliers that 

can be sourced via the internet. 

   

Erling Watt  can also be contacted and may still have syrup and a small stock of association jars, 

candy and old candy pollen gold. Contact him on 074294 54572  or e-mail at watterlingg@aol.com 

 

  

 

 

 

FOR SALE 

12 frame honey extractor - manual 

Smith hives, Bee colonies in Smith hives 

Call Tom Gullan on 07736 732882 
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